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“When love and skill work together, expect a masterpiece. “
~John Ruskin
     I believe that science is more than just a “subject” that can be taught for a few hours each week.  Instead, science should be inclusive, intrinsic, and interdisciplinary within the core curriculum. I believe that science is the “spark” that drives the imaginations of students who study it.  Science is a subject that allows students to make discoveries about the world they live in, how they view it, and what part they will play in it.  Science teaches individuals the responsibilities they are expected to uphold within their environment, world, and universe in order to keep it beautiful and environmentally safe for future generations.  I believe science is taught to give students the opportunity to learn from hands-on experiences, which tap into their natural curiosity about how the world works. 

“A teacher's purpose is not to create students in his own image, but to develop students who can create their own image. “

~Author Unknown
     I believe that every classroom presents a distinctive community of learners which possess contrasting abilities and learning styles. My role as a teacher is to “direct”, providing access to information rather than acting as the prime source of information, so the students’ search for knowledge is met as they learn to locate and discover answers to their own queries. For students to assemble knowledge, they need the opportunity to discover for themselves and apply skills in unaltered situations.  Providing students with access to hands-on activities and allocating sufficient time and space to use resources that emphasize the tutorial being studied generates an opportunity for individual discovery and construction of comprehension to take place. 
     As a teacher, I want to create an education environment where students explore and investigate, appreciate ambiguity, take risks, and most importantly recognize that they are the ones ultimately accountable for their own learning.  I will encourage and support student-to-student interaction, initiate lessons that foster cooperative learning, and offer opportunities for learners to be exposed to an interdisciplinary program.  Most importantly, I believe science is a subject that should be taught with as many hands-on experiments as possible.  I think it is a wonderful opportunity for students to manipulate factors and observe changes though experimentation. This allows students to ask questions about real-life situations they can experience at their fingertips. Hands-on learning ultimately engages students in the material, in the learning process, and in each other’s intellectual development.
“No one has yet fully realized the wealth of sympathy, kindness, and generosity hidden in the soul of a child. The effort of every true education should be to unlock that treasure.”
 








~ Emma Golmam
     There is no doubt in my mind that every child can learn. I believe that relationships provide a foundation for learning and that emotions play a critical part in what a student is able to learn. I believe that each child is a unique individual who needs a secure, caring, and stimulating atmosphere in which to grow and mature emotionally, intellectually, physically, and socially.  It is my desire as a teacher to help students meet their fullest potential in these areas by providing an environment that is safe, supports risk-taking, and invites sharing of ideas.  In order to accomplish this I will develop a curriculum of caring, not a curriculum of control. I want to develop my curriculum around caring notions to reduce feelings of alienation and academic frustration which may ultimately lead to drop out or negative behaviors.  I want each of my students to be comfortable asking questions and sharing comments in class while being accountable for appropriate behavior.  
     Ultimately, every student has the right to rich learning experiences, including quality teaching, because every child can learn and become a responsible member of their family, school, and community.  Furthermore, I believe that students are inclined to learn at elevated levels when education is associated with family life, school services, and other community assets.  I believe all students will be at an advantage when family members share in the life of their child and the child’s school, when students see that the work and effort they put forth in school matters to their families and community, and when their accomplishments are appreciated by every individual in the school. 

“The dream begins with a teacher who believes in you, who tugs and pushes and leads you to the next plateau, sometimes poking you with a sharp stick called "truth."  

~Dan Rather
     As an educator, I will be provided an opportunity for continual growth on the educational spectrum.  One of my hopes as a professional educator is to instill a love of learning in my students, as I share my own passion for learning with them.  I strive to be a teacher who maintains a high respect for the young adults I am teaching, while providing them with appropriate educational options and opportunities.  I will have a unique opportunity to watch children be excited about learning and be able to assist them with any difficulties they come across during the educational process.  Most of all, I am determined to teach children about how exciting science can be, and I want to have the opportunity to interest them about these courses instead of discourage them.  I understand that learning is a gift that can never be taken from an individual.  I cannot think of a more rewarding career than one that will give me the opportunity to provide young adults with a valuable, lifelong education.  
